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Horse Show Policies 

 
 

GENERAL	
	
Upcoming	horse	shows	are	listed	on	the	white	board	in	the	tack	area	of	the	barn	and	in	the	
newsletter.			
	
SIGNING	UP	
	
If	you	would	 like	 to	attend	a	show,	write	your	name	and	your	horses	name	on	 the	white	
board	under	the	show	you	would	like	to	attend.	
	
If	you	would	like	to	show	a	lesson	horse,	talk	with	Laura	about	which	horses	are	available	
and	which	one	is	right	for	you.	
	
We	have	a	responsibility	to	our	wonderful	lesson	horses.		In	order	to	ensure	that	they	stay	
happy	and	healthy	for	many	years,	we	do	not	allow	them	to	jump	higher	than	2’6”	both	at	
horse	shows	and	at	home.	
	
Registration	and	entries	for	shows	must	be	mailed	by	SF	in	advance	so	please	give	us	as	
much	notice	as	possible	if	you	are	interested	in	attending	a	show.		Any	corresponding	
late	fees	for	entries	received	after	the	deadline	will	be	the	responsibility	of	the	
client.		Schooling	show	entries	are	typically	mailed	7	days	before	the	show	but	'A'	show	
entries	are	usually	mailed	3	weeks	to	a	month	in	advance.		
	
Horse	Shows	are	NON-REFUNDABLE	after	registrations	have	been	sent	in.		Even	if	you	end	
up	not	attending	a	show	after	registration	(with	the	show),	the	client	will	be	responsible	for	
any	show	fees	incurred.	
	
	
RIDER	EQUIPMENT	
	
If	the	rider	is	younger	than	12	years	old,	required	show	clothing	includes:			
	

• beige	or	tan	jodhpurs	(tights-like	pants	with	knee	patches	and	a	strap	that	goes	under	
the	rider’s	boot)		

• black	or	brown	leather	Jodhpur	knee	straps	(aka	garters).		The	garters	should	match	
the	rider’s	boots	

• black	or	brown	paddock	boots	(which	the	rider	should	already	own)		
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• black	velvet	or	matte	helmet	(not	shiny).		Older	riders	will	need	hair	net	to	keep	their	
hair	tucked	under	their	helmet.		Younger	riders	can	wear	braids	with	bows	at	the	
end	

• black	gloves	(preferably	leather)		
• long-sleeve	show	shirt	and	collar	in	a	light	color,	preferably	white	
• show	coat	(note:	the	show	coat	requirement	is	sometimes	waived	during	the	summer	

months	but	at	SF	we	almost	always	wear	coats	regardless	of	temp)		
	
If	the	rider	is	12	years	old	or	older,	required	show	clothing	differs	slightly:	
		

• Instead	of	jodhpurs,	the	rider	will	wear	breeches	(similar	to	jodhpurs,	but	not	as	long	
and	do	not	require	knee	straps)		

• Instead	of	wearing	paddock	boots,	the	rider	will	wear	black	tall	boots.	
		
All	of	these	items	can	be	purchased	at	online	sites	like	statelinetack.com	or		
doversaddlery.com	(typically	the	less	expensive	option	if	you	have	enough	
time	for	the	items	to	ship)	or	at	the	Tack	Shop	of	Austin.	Items	such	as	gloves		
or	show	coats	can	also	be	swapped	or	borrowed	from	another	rider.		
	
	
COSTS	
	
At each show, you will receive one bill which will include:  
§ “Trailering Fee”: $1.55/mile per horse.  Typically, we set a whole number rate for local 
shows which we try to round down from the actual mileage.  For example, hauling to Rio 
Vista is $75 for the round trip, hauling to the San Antonio Rose Palace is $150 for the 
round trip.  Before each show, we will let you know the hauling rate for that specific 
show. 
§ “Coaching Fees”: $45/day, preparation of the rider and the horse for the show ring, 
including:  

- instruction and warm-up on the flat and over fences before the rider walks into the show 
ring 

- course preparation (learning the order of the jumps, walking the course if possible, etc.)  
“Training	Rides”:	$50/ride	

- training	rides	for	the	horse	if	necessary	(an	instructor	or	trainer	may	feel	that	it	is	
necessary	to	ride	the	horse	themselves	the	day	before	the	show	or	the	morning	
before	the	show	to	ensure	the	horse	is	adequately	prepared)		

“Daily	Care”:	$45/day	
- daily	care	and	grooming	of	the	horses,	including	stall	setup	and	cleaning,	feeding,	

watering, and helping the rider prepare the horse for the show ring.  This fee also covers 
the cost of hiring a groom if we have enough horses that we need the extra help.  The SF 
crew comes early and stays late to ensure that the horses are well taken care of and 
prepared for the show ring. 

“Trainer/Groom Travel”: the travel costs for the trainer and groom will be divided among the 
horses (not riders) attending the show 
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§ If you are not showing your own horse and are using an SF lesson horse you will be charged a 
$45/day horse fee.  This helps cover the cost of the lessons horses which allow students to show 
without the commitment of purchasing their own horse.  
	
From	the	show	facility:	Entry	fees,	you	will	need	to	bring	a	check	(CC	are	
sometimes	accepted	but	not	always)	and	pay	the	show	facility	directly		
Price	per	class	($15-45)	multiplied	by	the	number	of	classes	the	rider		
participates	in,	Centex/THJA	membership	fees	($15-35	once	a	year),	an	office	or	ambulance	
fee	of	$25-$35,	and	stall	and	shavings	costs	if	at	an	overnight	show	($80-250).		
	
In	total,	a	typical	one-day	schooling	show	will	cost	about	$450,	while	a	two	or	three		
day	show	will	run	about	$550-850.		
	
A	special	note	on	“A”	Shows,	which	can	be	significantly	more	expensive	than	
schooling,	shows.		A	typical	A	show’s	costs	are	below:	
	
SF	FEES	
Hauling	to	Waco	or	Katy:	$275	to	$300	
Coaching	and	Care	for	5	to	6	days:	$500	to	$600	
Trainer/Groom	Travel	$200-$300	
Lease	Fee	for	6	days:	$270	(if	using	a	SF	lesson	horse)	
Braiding:		

Manes	will	be	braided	every	day	the	horse	is	shown	at	the	cost	of	$55/day.		Tail	
braiding	is	approximately	$45/day	but	is	optional	except	for	the	rated	pony	
divisions	and	money	classes	(Derby,	Pre-green	Stake	and	the	Classic).		If	you	are	
unclear	about	whether	your	horse	needs	his	tail	braided	or	have	any	additional	
questions,	please	check	with	Laura.		Please	provide	a	check	for	the	braiders	as	they	
are	paid	separate	from	the	facility.	

		
Groom:	$90	

The	daily	cost	of	the	groom	is	built	into	your	trainer	travel	and	daily	care	fee,	but	
tipping	at	shows	is	customary	at	the	rate	of	$15/day	per	horse.		SF	will	pay	this	
directly	to	our	groom	and	you	will	be	billed	accordingly.	

	
Health	Certificate	(if	required	by	the	show	grounds):	$50	
	
Show	Facility	Fees	(you	will	need	to	bring	a	check	for	this	and	pay	it	directly	to	the	
show)	
Stall	Rental:	$200	
Shavings:	$100	
USEF	membership	(if	not	already	registered):	$145	annually	for	the	rider.		Registration	
for	horses	is	separate	and	is	required	for	USEF	rated	shows.	
USEF	Drug	Fee:	$16	
Office	Fee:	$60	
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Office	Bill	for	classes	at	the	show:	(varies)	
It	is	safe	to	assume	that	your	total	office	bill,	including	the	items	above,	will	be	no	
less	than	$750	and	could	be	as	high	as	$1500,	depending	on	how	many	classes	you	
participate	in.		This	is	one	thing	you	can	control	to	a	certain	point.		Chat	with	us	
about	the	different	divisions	and	costs	so	we	can	answer	your	questions	more	
specifically.	

	
	
	
CANCELLATIONS	
	
Once	 entries	 have	 been	 mailed	 in,	 you	 will	 be	 responsible	 for	 any	 non-
refundable	office	and	 stall	fees	from	 the	 show	 itself,	 should	 you	 decide	 to	
cancel.		 Additionally,	 you	 will	 be	 charged	 a	 cancellation	 fee	 of	 $35/day	 by	
Serendipity	Farms	based	on	the	number	of	coaching	and	care	 fees	that	would	have	
applied.		For	 example,	 for	 a	 3	 day	 show,	 the	 cancellation	 fee	would	 be	$105	 +	 any	 non-
refundable	office	charges.	
	
If	 you	 have	 signed	 up	 for	 a	 show	 and	 will	 be	 canceling,	 please	 let	 us	 know	 as	 early	 as	
possible.		We	will	do	our	very	best	to	minimize	the	cancellation	costs.	
 
 
 


